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From the Pastor’s Desk
Rev. Lindsey De Kruif

On January 6, 2013 the Classis of Minnesota gathered for 

a service of worship in which they would ordain me to the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament. There I would “pledge my 

life to preach and teach the good news of salvation in Christ, 

to build up and equip the church for mission in the world, 

to free the enslaved, to relieve the oppressed, to comfort 

the afflicted, and to walk humbly with God”, as is stated in 

the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament. In the 

very place that God’s promises 

were first spoken over me in 

baptism and my parents and the 

congregation of the Chandler 

Reformed pledged to raise me 

in the way of Christ, I pledged 

myself to care for and to lead 

God’s people. The ministry 

in which I was engaged as a 

baptized child of God became a 

richer and fuller call in my life.

I was ordained on Epiphany, the day on which the Church 

celebrates the revealing of God in our midst. It is traditionally 

recognized as the day on which the wise men from the East 

found the Christ child in Bethlehem in whom God would 

be revealed to the nations. Epiphany calls us into mission. 

Epiphany reminds us that as the body of Christ on earth, we 

are a light to the nations.

The Helderberg

Messenger
January  2018 Vol. 74 No. 1

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9:30 am. Lord’s Supper on the 
1st Sunday of the month.

CONTACT

P.O. Box 196
Guilderland, NY 12085
hrchurchoffice@gmail.com
Church Office (518) 861-8031 
Parsonage (518) 861-5489

MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Rev. Lindsey De Kruif

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Ellen Root

ORGANIST

Agnes Armstrong

CONTACT THE MESSENGER

hrcmessenger@gmail.com

Worshipping God since 1767 — Come join us! 
We gather on Sundays at 9:30 am.

Helderberg Reformed Church 
435 State Route 146 

Guilderland Center, NY 12085

hrchurch.org

© 2017 Helderberg Reformed Church
All Rights Reserved

continued on page 2

@HelderbergReformedChurch



Mission is the primary calling of all those baptized in Christ. 

My first calling and yours is to be engaged in confessing Christ, 

revealing Christ to the nations. This past year I have been engaged 

in a faith formation process called Faithwalking offered through 

the Regional Synod of Albany. Faithwalking has given me space 

to consider where God is calling me in mission. In this process, I 

have been challenged to think more deeply about how I engage in 

the community where I now live and how I can be more faithful to 

God’s call to mission in my life.

This has also helped me think more deeply about my second 

calling as a minster of Word and Sacrament which includes 

building up and equipping the church for mission in the world. 

Since beginning ministry at Helderberg, I have often wondered 

what mission looks like for this congregation and how can we be 

more faithful to the call of mission in our life together.

In addition to the Faithwalking process for individual faith 

formation, Faithwalking leaders offer Ridder Church Renewal, a 

program for congregations to consider how God is calling their 

community in mission. At the January consistory meeting, we 

will be joined by Rev. Sherri Meyer-Veen from the Schoharie 

Reformed Church to hear about this process of congregational 

renewal, including the ways that Ridder has changed the Schoharie 

Reformed Church.

The consistory will then discern if this process would be helpful for 

congregation. If it is decided that we’ll participate in this process 

of congregational renewal, a team of people will be formed to 

engage in a series of retreats and learning opportunities to think 

more deeply about how the Helderberg Reformed Church is being 

called into mission and what we might do to be more faithful to 

that call. I hope that together we can follow Christ more faithfully 

and discover what mission looks like in our local community in the 

coming year.

In Christ,

Pastor Lindsey

For more information on the Ridder Church Renewal process, visit 

https://www.rca.org/leader/ridder-church-renewal

DECEMBER  CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS

• The Property Committee 
met following the December 
Consistory meeting with a 
representative from RISE 
about switching the church 
lighting to LED lights.

• Jackie Marr is stepping 
down as co-chair of the 
Worship Committee. The 
consistory is grateful for her 
service and are searching 
for someone to work with 
Carol Relyea in leading the 
Worship Committee.

• Changes to the bylaws 
were ratified to downsize 
the number of members 
on the consistory and to 
change the qualifications 
for nominations. 

• Discussion was held about 
the role of the clerk and 
the executive committee 
according to the bylaws.

• Installation and Ordination 
of Deacon Kevin Root and 
Elder Linda Schlutow will be 
held on Sunday, January 14 
during worship.

continued on page 3
2 

THE HELDERBERG MESSENGER DECEMBER 2017



After several years of dedicated 
service, Jackie Marr, is step-
ping down from serving as the 
co-chair of the Worship Com-
mittee.

The consistory is looking for 
a member who would work 
alongside Carol Relyea to serve 
our congregation. The co-chairs 
of the Worship Committee lead 
committee meetings the first 
Wednesday of each month, 
work with the minister to plan 
for special seasons in the 
church, such as 
Advent/Christmas and Lent/
Easter, and coordinate for ush-
ers and communion prepara-
tion. They oversee a committee 
of people who ensure that our 
worship services are hospitable 
and run smoothly.

There is lots of help to assist 
you in carrying out your duties. 
If you are willing to serve our 
congregation in this way, please 
speak with Pastor Lindsey or 
Co-Chair Carol Relyea.

The Helderberg Youth Fund is 
a memorial fund established in 
1977 by Barbara Sholtes Porter 
and Al Sholtes in memory of 
their parents. Many of you over 
the years have contributed to 
the Fund in memory of loved 
ones. The sole purpose of the 
Fund is to provide resources 
and experiences for the youth 
of Helderberg and the sur-
rounding community that they 
may not otherwise have. In ad-
dition, these resources may be 
used to rupport the progress 
and causes that benefit youth.

In the past, tickets have been 
provided for youth and parents 
from Helderberg to attend 
stage shows at Proctors and for 
appropriate movies. A financial 
contribution was made to a 
former family of Helderberg, 
the Lares, whose infant son 
Cooper was battling cancer. 
Currently, each year the Youth 
Fund underwrites the line item 
in Helderberg’s budget for the 
Sunday School, pays the tuition 
for any youth who attend Camp 
Fowler, purchases children’s 
Bibles given to newborns at 
baptism, supplies the postcards 
and “you are loved” pins for 
the Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, and recognizes our 
graduating seniors and pres-
ents them with a copy of Max 
Lucados’ Let the Journey Begin.

Do you have any photos, news, notes, or events about our church family? Send them to along to 
Steve at hrcmessenger@gmail.com or drop them off at the church office!

Wanted: 
Worship 
Committee 
Co-Chair

The Helderberg Youth Fund
You are perhaps most famil-
iar with the recognition of our 
seniors because it is done 
annually each June during a 
church service. Helderberg 
did have a graduating senior, 
Madison Bini, last June. Unfor-
tunately, because of her busy 
schedule running track for the 
high school team, working a 
part-time job, and preparing 
for the beginning of college at 
Oneonta, coupled with a con-
flicting schedule at Helderberg, 
a convenient Sunday for recog-
nition wasn’t reached. Madison 
did, however, receive a copy of 
Let the Journey Begin.

Hopefully this description of 
the Helderberg Youth Fund 
and its operation will give you 
a clear picture of how your 
contributions have been, and 
continue to be, used to benefit 
our youth.

If you are aware of any appro-
priate uses of the Fund, please 
contact Al Sholtes.

We were overwhelmed by 
HRC’s generosity this Christ-
mas! It made our season a 
little more merry and bright. 
We hope you all had a joyous 
holiday and look forward to 
worshiping with you in 2018.

- Pastor Lindsey and Steve

Thank You!

News & 
Notes
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On December 2 & 3, members 

of Helderberg Reformed 

Church gathered to make 

Chrismons and decorate the 

Christmas tree!
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Christmas Fun!



Tree of Life
The Tree of Life is a work of art for the past and future of Helderberg Reformed Church

In honor of Helderberg Reformed Church’s 250th anniversary, artists in the community and the 
congregation are creating a work of art that will last for generations to come.

The HRC “Tree of Life” is a project that will use the history of HRC in a unique and beautiful way. Each 
leaf on the the Tree will be crafted from stained glass recovered from the 1986 fire. The complete 
work will be hung in the narthex by the sanctuary entrance.

Contributing to the creation of the 250th Anniversary Tree of Life will ensure the vitality of the church 
by helping cover the cost of capital improvements.

A brass plaque will be created along with the Tree listing remembrances and honors. This plaque 
will accompany the Tree and together they will serve as a piece of church history for another 250 
years and beyond!

Look for more information about the tree in your Sunday bulletins and online at hrchurch.org.
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