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Our Church
Sunday Worship
9:30 am with Lord’s Supper on
the 1st Sunday of the month.
Make Contact
P.O. Box 196
Guilderland, NY 12085
hrchurchoffice@gmail.com
Church Office (518) 861-8031
Parsonage
(518) 861-5489
MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Rev. Lindsey De Kruif

The Book of Church
Order for the Reformed
Church in America tasks
the Board of Elders with
the care of the
congregation. One way
that this happens is
each month when we
gather, the Board of
Elders and I ask each
other if there are any
members that are in need of care and if there are any members
who have not received the means of grace (heard God’s Word and
received the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper). If we answer “yes” to
either of these questions, we are charged with following up with
the individuals that we have identified.

Another way that we fulfill this task is by reviewing our membership
rolls at the beginning of each year. Our membership list is divided
into two categories, active and inactive members. Active members
are those who attend worship regularly to hear God’s Word and
participate in the Lord’s Supper. They may also be active by
participating in and supporting the ministry of the church.
Members who may be homebound, but receive visits from the
minister and the elders for spiritual care, are also considered active
members. Inactive members are those who do not participate in
the life of the church in the above mentioned ways.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Ellen Root
ORGANIST

Agnes Armstrong
CONTACT THE MESSENGER
HRCMESSENGER@GMAIL.COM

When the Board of Elders and I review the membership rolls, we
determine who is active and who should be put on the inactive list.
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Once someone is on the inactive list, the Board of Elders is tasked
with reaching out to these members and inquiring if there is
anyway that the church can care for them and reestablish a
relationship with them or help them to connect to a community
that can better care for their spiritual life during this season of their
life.

Highlights from the
January Consistory
Meeting

Rev. Dr. Sherrie Meyer-Veen
joined us via video conference to
share with the consistory about
the Ridder Church Renewal
Process through the Regional
Synod of Albany. This is a two
and half year learning process for
congregations and their leaders.

In our review of the membership rolls, we have identified several
inactive members and over the next few months we will reach out
to these members. We will communicate by letter with the hope
that we can reestablish a relationship with many of these members.
If they have found another community of faith or no longer desire
to be a part of our faith community due to other reasons, they will
be asked to notify us and offered our bless before they are
removed from our rolls. Your friends and family who once were
active members may receive one of these letters. If they do receive
a letter, please encourage them to follow up and respond, so that
we, the church, can care for them as we promised when they
professed their faith and became a part of our membership

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Carol Tashjan was reappointed
Senior Elder, Emma Kay
VanAltsyne was appointed Senior
Deacon, Pam Colino was
reappointed Vice President, Bev
Herrington was appointed Clerk,
Nancy Lawton was reappointed
as treasurer, and Ellen Root was
appointed Recording Secretary.

In Christ,
Pastor Lindsey
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Worship Committee Notes
[Note that the following previously appeared in the
email version of the January Messenger]
A New Year reminder to all USHERS: Thanks to
all who volunteer to be this important part of our
service each Sunday with a reminder to please
note on your 2018 calendars the Sundays you
are scheduled to usher. If you are not able to
usher on the scheduled Sunday, please make an
attempt to "switch" with someone and inform
Ellen in the office so the changes can be
published in the bulletin.

Fellowship Hour is also a very important
tradition in the fellowship of our congregation.
We realize that some may not be able to
physically host on a Sunday so we are in
discussions of a plan to continue this important
part of our Sunday worship. If you are unable to
physically host and would like to participate in
another way, we would greatly appreciate any
donations of juice, cookies, etc., that could be
left in the kitchen and marked for "coffee hour".
We will designate a box or basket for this
purpose and would appreciate it if people would
check to see if there might be a need for some
donations! We do appreciate those who can
sign the sheet to host, and the "donations" could
also be used for any Sunday to help defray cost
of those who are hosting. Thanks to all for
participating!

A big thank you to all who participated in the
preparation for Advent and Christmas Eve
services:
Bill and Ellen Root for donating the perfect tree;
Bill and Brian Root for "lighting it up"; for all who
participated in assembling the Chrismons: Linda
Livingston and Lilliana, Nancy Lawton, Lexi and
Lawton, Jean Owens, Shirley Herchenroder, Ellen

Gilbert, Bev Harrington, Bill and Ellen Root, Kristen
Buell and Kevin Root, Cheryl Charbonneau, and
Pastor Lindsey. It was a very rewarding day of
fellowship, and the enthusiasm of our young
people was so awesome! We also thank Lilliana,
TJ, Connor, Kristen and Barb Pahl, for placing the
Chrismons in the perfect places on the tree, and
Emma Kay for the beautiful bow and ribbon to "top
it off"!
Also appreciated were those who were our Advent
Readers, who, in the theme of our 250 anniversary
celebrations, were "generational": Linda Livingston
and Lilliana Allen; Nancy Lawton and Lexi Schanz;
Joan Healey and Thomas Ellwood; and Barb
Merenness and Megan Eddy.
Thanks also to Sue Olivares for taking orders for
the poinsettias and Nancy and Trina for helping to
display them so beautifully.
Thank you to John, Sue, and Alex Brooks, and
Cheryl Charbonneau for being our ushers and
candle lighters for the Christmas Eve Service!
This "thankful message" may seem like a
Thanksgiving theme, but the Worship Committee
wants our congregation to know that in every way
that people are able to participate makes our
services so much more meaningful, and we want
everyone to know just how much we appreciate it.
- Carol Relyea
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HRC – DECEMBER INCOME AND
EXPENSES

Missional Moment: A Letter from the
Guilderland Food Pantry

INCOME

It was an amazing year for the Guilderland Food
Pantry! We saw numbers we could not have imagined
and are praising God for His faithfulness.

Offering
Fund Raising
2018 Advance from
RCW

$16758.53

$46.16
$2000.00

Pre-School Rent

$500.00

TOTAL INCOME

$19304.69

EXPENSES
Salaries

$6557.76

Payroll Taxes/
Benefits

$3798.27

Utilities

$1496.06

Insurance

$918.86

Supplies/Postage

$207.41

Auto reimbursement
Committees

$77.13
$284.75

Property

$1272.37

RCA Assessment

$2396.67

Mortgage Payment
TOTAL EXPENSES

$840.93
$17850.21

INCOME OVER
EXPENSES

$1454.48

Trust Fund Transfer

$1500.00

Ending Balance

$2954.48

Donations of food nearly doubled this year for a total
of thirty thousand pounds! This calculates out to
about fifty thousand meals. As a result we were able
to distribute more food to more people in need than
ever before. We are now distributing to each of our
clients on a four -week rotation basis. This is an
increase of 33% from two years ago and in line with
the guidelines of the Albany Food Pantries, which
oversees and assists regional food pantries.
We continue to serve 300-325 clients that includes
children, adults, students and senior citizens. Roughly
145 families receive additional food allowing them to
make it through the month. We deliver to half of our
clients who are unable to negotiate our stairs or are
limited by their health. We were able to add fresh
produce to the menu with surplus donations from
local gardens and continue to try and improve the
quality of our distributions.
Special distributions were continued for the Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons providing full
meals for the families involved. Much of the food was
donated from businesses and local food drives. In
addition, Toys for Tots were handed out at Christmas
for all our children. Angel Tree gifts were provided by
local churches and businesses to all our clients.
None of this would happen without the faithful work
of our volunteers. Our spring banquet recognized
several who had served for ten or more years. We
also recognized The Interfaith Council and several
local businesses for their long standing support.
The incorporation process became complete this year
and we are now a registered as a non-profit with tax
exempt status. The board of directors was increased
to include five members and the organization remains
fiscally sound. Fund raising efforts through our spring
benefit banquet and a golf tournament netted
$9,000.00.
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Our biggest challenge has been our space and facility. Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church has been a
gracious host but the stairs and space have proved inadequate for our increased need for space and
accessibility. Our search for space brought us to an arrangement with Christ’s Church Guilderland on Rte.
155 where we are planning to relocate by June of this year. This will eliminate the stairs and double our
current storage space.
We have introduced a computer management system, Food Pantry Helper, to collect client, volunteer,
contributor information. This will facilitate more accountability and more efficient reports that reflect
pantry usage and contributions.
We are also in discussions with Lynnwood Reformed Church over the potential for a permanent space on
their property with a separate building.. This vision will occupy much of our energy over the next two
years as we seek to serve the community as effectively as possible.
The future is bright for the GFP! We are praising God for the generosity and support that came from the
community. This has allowed the GFP to expand its base of support and increase the quality of services we
provide. The Interfaith Council remains an integral part of our effort to “love our neighbors as ourselves.”
We would be happy to share more with your congregations at your request. Thank you for your
continued support.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Hennessy – Executive Director

More Changes to the Messenger!
You may have noticed by now that the print version of the Messenger has changed, again!
Some of the resources used to create the layout for the recent Messenger proved to be a little onerous for
your humble editor. (The licensing costs for the software got to be more than I was willing to pay and more
than I was willing to ask the treasurer for.) This current version is produced on a free layout tool.
This change does not aﬀect the email version of the Messenger.
Steve Dukenski, Editor
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Tree of Life
The Tree of Life is a work of art for the past and future of Helderberg Reformed Church
In honor of Helderberg Reformed Church’s 250th anniversary, artists in the conmunity
and the congregation are creating a work of art that will last for generations to come.
The HRC “Tree of Life” is a project that will use the history of HRC in a unique and
beautiful way. Each leaf on the Tree will be crafted from stained glass recovered from the
1986 fire. The complete work will be hung in the narthex by the sanctuary entrance.
Contributing to the creation of the 250th Anniversary Tree of Life will ensure the vitality of the church by
helping cover the cost of capital improvements.
A brass plaque will be created along with the Tree listing remembrances and honors. This plaque will
accompany the Tree and together they will serve as a piece of church history for another 250 years and
beyond!
Look for more information about the Tree in your Sunday bulletins and online at hrchurch.org.
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