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Two hundred years ago in
St. Nikola Church in the
German village of
Oberndorf near Salzburg,
the song, “Silent Night”, was
first sung on Christmas Eve.
The words came from a
poem originally authored
by Joseph Mahr, priest, and
the melody was added by
Franz Xaver Gruber at Mahr’s request when the churches organ
was in disrepair that Christmas. Gruber wrote guitar
accompaniment for the poem that night, and now “Silent Night” is
sung throughout the world in a variety of languages and dialects.
Within our own congregation, singing “Silent Night” by
candlelight has become a standing tradition year after year. The
words of “Silent Night” speak profoundly of the peace that is
found in the birth of Jesus Christ. It speaks our hope for the world
as we celebrate the arrival of our Savior Jesus Christ. We live in
hope that the whole world will know the peace found in Jesus
Christ and experience the serenity portrayed in the song.
We don’t need to look far to realize that our world is not at peace.
A number of you have walked alongside friends and loved ones
who have struggled with illness, particularly cancer, this past year.
We have witnessed communities locally become struck with grief
by the tragic limo accident in Schoharie a few months ago. The
news continues to update us each day on the numbers missing or
dead in the California wildfires. So many people live in a state of
uncertainty. We search for peace.
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The season of Advent invites us to sit in this place of longing for
peace. We are invited to acknowledge our longings and declare
that we don’t know peace. Advent gives us space to look with
hope for the peace for which we so long. As we come together for
worship during these seasons of Advent and Christmas, my hope
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from “Holiday Tales”
By W.H.H. “Adirondack” Murray, 1897

is that we might get a glimpse of the peace for which we long. May
the song “Silent Night” become our prayer for peace this season
that the whole world would know the pure light of love found in the
Christ child.

Ah, friends, dear friends,
As years go on and heads get gray —
How fast the guests do go!
Touch hands, touch hands
With those who stay.

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace

Strong hands to weak,
Old hands to young,
Around the Christmas board,
Touch hands.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!

The false forget,

Christ, the Saviour, is born, Christ, the Saviour, is born

The foe forgive,
For every guest will go
And every fire burn low
And cabin empty stand.

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace

Forget, forgive,
For who may say
That Christmas Day may ever come
To host or guest again.
Touch hands.

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth
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Events and Notes
Christmas Service

Barbecue Happenings

The Christmas Service will be held at 7:00 pm on
Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve).

Lynnwood will have a Brooks BBQ Drive Thru on
December 9th, 2 PM until Sold Out. 3714 Carman
Road.

There will be no Christmas Day service.

Parsonage Address
If you have mail to be sent to the parsonage for
Pastor Lindsey (or for Tracker) (or even Steve),
please note that the address in the directory is out
of date! The Parsonage no longer has a P.O. Box
The address is:

Albany Synod Executive Committee invites you to an
evening of fun and theology on January 16th at Wolf
Hollow Brewing Company in Glenville — 68882
Amsterdam Road.
4:30: Theology on Tap
6 PM: Buzzards Bay BBQ Dinner ($15)
7 PM: Beer and Hymns

Lindsey De Kruif
418 State Route 146
Altamont, NY 12009

Cleaning Team Needed
After over 20 years of dedicated service to our
church, Sharon will no longer serve as our Sexton.
She has been a blessing to us all and will be missed.
Until a permanent solution is in place, volunteers
are needed to help with the daily cleaning of the
church. Housekeeping duties will include dusting,
mopping, vacuuming, sweeping, cleaning and
stocking the bathrooms and kitchens and emptying
trash.
With enough volunteers, the commitment will be
minimal for everyone. We are proposing a team
concept with each team taking a week a month.
Each team will need a leader to coordinate the work
with their team. There will be a suggested schedule
but the team leader can adjust as necessary to meet
your needs.
Please consider volunteering. Further information
and signup lists and will be available in the
Fellowship Hall.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers needed to complete a variety of fall
projects. If you have electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, landscaping or a variety of other
talents, we need your help. There is a list in the
Fellowship Hall of project opportunities that need
to be completed. If you have any questions,
please contact a member of the Property
Committee or Ellen in the office for an updated
list.
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Please order the following red Christmas Poinsettias in my name for placement
on the chancel for Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24. I understand that the
poinsettias may be picked up after the 7p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Quantity
___________

Total
Red Poinsettia(s) @ $10.00 each

_______________

Purchased by: ________________________________________________________
Please print
In memory or honor of: ________________________________________________
Please print
In memory or honor of: __________________________________________________________
Please print
Orders must be placed by Sunday, December 16. Please give or mail in this completed form and the correct
amount of money or a check made out to CASH to Nancy Lawton. Thank you and Merry Christmas to all.
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