Volume 76, Issue 10

October 2020

The Messenger
Newsletter of Helderberg Reformed Church
Worshipping God since 1767! Come join us Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
435 State Route 146 Guilderland Center, NY 12085 | hrchurch.org | Find us on Facebook @HelderbergReformedChurch

From the Pastor’s Desk

Reformed and Always Reforming
Ecclesia reformata, semper
reformanda!
Reformed and always
reforming.

In This Issue
From the Pastor’s Desk
A Poem
Reopening Plan
Drive-In Guidelines
Events and Notes
Sept. Minutes
Pledge Card

p. 1
p. 2
p. 3
p. 6
p. 7
p. 9
p. 12

Our Church
Sunday Worship
9:30 am with Lord’s Supper on
the 1st Sunday of the month.
Make Contact
P.O. Box 196
Guilderland, NY 12085
hrchurchoffice@gmail.com
Church Office (518) 861-8031
Parsonage
(518) 861-5489
MINISTER OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Rev. Lindsey De Kruif
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Ellen Root
ORGANIST

Agnes Armstrong

These words describe a deeply
held conviction of those who
led the Protestant Reformation
movement in the 16th and
17th centuries. These words
pointed to the conviction of these church leaders that the church
must continually reexamine itself in order to maintain purity of
doctrine and practice. The last Sunday in October among
Protestants is commonly recognized as Reformation Sunday in
commemoration of Martin Luther posting his 95 theses to the door
of the Wittenberg Castle Church on October 31, 1517.
As we approach this anniversary again this year, 403 years later, it is
profound to reflect on the innovation the church has been forced
into over the past year. Congregations across our nation and across
the world have encountered the question of what does it mean to
be church in the midst of a global pandemic? In our own
community, we have shifted from meeting for worship indoors
without second thought to meeting only online via Zoom, and then
to a hybrid of gathering for worship in our cars tuned into our
radios and on Zoom by phone and by computer. This is a whole
new landscape we have had to navigate as a community in order to
be faithful to our call to love God and to love our neighbors.
Tod Bolsinger, professor of leadership formation at Fuller Seminary
and author of Canoeing the Mountains (a book about leading
adaptive change in the church), presented a webinar this spring
early on in the pandemic and framed the experience of the
pandemic as an opportunity for the church to reconsider its core
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Theme in Yellow
Carl Sandburg

I spot the hills
With yellow balls in autumn.
I light the prairie cornfields
Orange and tawny gold clusters
And I am called pumpkins.
On the last of October
When dusk is fallen
Children join hands
And circle round me
Singing ghost songs
And love to the harvest moon;
I am jack-o’-lantern
With terrible teeth
And the children know
I am fooling.

October 2020
values, to look again at what is most important for being the
church in our community. There are many things that we have let
go of during this time. Fellowship no longer happens gathered
around a cup of coffee and a table of good food. The Turkey
Dinner has been put on hold this year, and an additional Brooks
BBQ will be held in its place. Lifting our voices in song looks very
different as we gather in the parking lot and online for worship,
and may not take place for a while once we gather in person
again.
This time of quarantine and caution has been almost an
unexpected Sabbath from the ways we have always done church.
And I would propose that we take this time to consider what are
our core values as a community, the reasons why we gather as a
church in this particular community, and what faithful steps God is
calling us to next. As you engage in this reflection, I would
encourage you to share what you are learning and discerning with
others in our congregation and with me. Maybe as we open up
with one another, we will hear the Spirit guiding us in new ways as
a community?
The changes and challenges of this season have been difficult, and
yet as the Psalmist reminds us, God’s steadfast love endures
forever. Though we live in the midst of a changing world, God is
still present with us and watches over us. Trusting in God’s
unchanging presence in this world, let us boldly engage in this
work of continued renewal and reformation.

In Christ,

Pastor Lindsey
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Helderberg Reformed Church (HRC) Reopening Plan
In response to the continued health crisis, Helderberg Reformed Church has adopted these
guidelines to provide a safe environment for the community to gather, worship, and live out our
life of faith. This list took into consideration the mandatory Re-opening Guidelines for Houses of
Worship from New York State, yet is tailored to who we are as a congregation. It is not perfect
but will evolve as New York State and we continue to learn how to respond to this current crisis. If
you have any feedback, please reach out to Pastor Lindsey or a member of Consistory.
Broad requirements:
• Every person attending a HRC event must wear a facemask and practice social distancing
of 6 feet when possible.
◦ HRC will try to keep a stock of facemasks for people to have should they show up
without a face covering.
• If a person is experiencing any signs of illness, they may not participate in any in-person
activities.
◦ We encourage persons to monitor body temperature, as someone with a temperature
higher than 100 is not permitted to participate in activities.
• While meeting in person is valuable, HRC will make use of the online platform Zoom, when
possible, as a preferred method over meeting in person.
◦ Meeting outdoors is preferred over meeting indoors.
• People who enter the building will need to sign in at one of the log books
◦ One is located at the main entrance near the narthex and the other near the oﬃces.
◦ The log book will ask a series of questions for screening people.
• There will be proper signage to communicate expectations
◦ People in the building are expected to make use of cleaning and sanitation products
to disinfect surfaces they touched.
• The consistory and the pastor at their discretion will follow the consistory’s adopted
guidelines for returning to in-person worship once positive cases in Albany county remain
below 3% for at least two weeks. The protocols for safety in this document will be followed
as long as restrictions for social distancing and face coverings are in place in New York
State.
Building
• There shall be adequate cleaning and sanitation products placed around the church building
for persons to use.
◦ There will be stations at the main entrances (near the Narthex and Oﬃce), Sanctuary,
and Fellowship Hall.
• Our cleaning service will weekly clean and sanitize the building, with particular attention to
hotspots.
◦ Each of us is expected to help by cleaning and sanitizing surfaces with which we
come in contact.
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• Water fountains will be closed so as to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus.
• Bathrooms
◦ One person may use the bathroom at a time
◦ Persons are asked to wipe down surfaces with Clorox wipes.
Worship
• HRC will hold drive-in services until at least the last Sunday in October (the 25th), at which point
there will be a re-evaluation as to whether it is safe to return in person or worship shall continue
on-line.
◦ While the service is happening in the parking lot, it will also be streamed on Zoom.
◦ When there is inclement weather services will be held online only.
◦ The services will take place in the parking lot.
▪ People are encouraged to stay in their cars.
▪ If a person is outside their car or has their windows rolled down, they must
practice social distancing (6+ feet) and wear a mask at all times.
▪ Singing will happen, but only with strict observance to wearing face coverings and
social distancing.
▪ Members of one household will pass out bulletins to each car that arrives.
▪ Parking should be staggered to allow one empty spot between each car.
▪ Oﬀerings:
▪ If you are willing and able to make an oﬀering to Helderberg, you are
welcome to put into the basket at the side of the building on Sunday
morning as you enter the parking lot.
▪ When we celebrate communion, people are encouraged to bring their own bread
and juice.
▪ Baptisms can take place with strict guidelines
▪ If it is an infant being baptized, the parents will hold the baby the whole
time.
▪ The pastor will, having sanitized his/her hands, sprinkle water on the person/
baby.
▪ This will be done only at the discretion and comfort of the pastor and the
parents/guardians.
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Staﬃng/oﬃce
• Staﬀ are allowed to work from home as much as possible, coming into the oﬃce when it is
necessary.
• Zoom should be utilized when possible to do church work.
• People seeking to meet with a staﬀ member are allowed in the building by appointment only.
◦ Appointments with the staﬀ should be made by contacting that person via email.
◦ If an in person meeting is requested, it is preferable to meet outside, but permissible to
be inside if observing safety protocols of masks, distancing, and sanitation.
• Anyone who enters the oﬃce area is responsible for wiping down all surfaces with which they
came into contact.
HRC Groups/Committees
• Groups will meet virtually when possible
• Groups can use the lawn.
• Face masks must be worn and social distancing must be observed
• The Fellowship Hall will be used for the preschool only. Gatherings will not be permitted in the
Fellowship Hall.
• Committees/representatives of committees are able to go into the building to carry out ministry
related tasks but must practice safety and cleanliness protocols.
• People are expected to wipe down surfaces that were used.
Preschool
• The Preschool Committee is working with preschool staﬀ to develop their own guidelines. The
Preschool will be open if Guilderland Schools are meeting in person for grades K-5. The
Fellowship Hall will be limited to use by the preschool as long as New York State still mandates
social distancing and face covering.
Outside Groups
• Outside groups will be allowed to meet on a case by case basis; approval of group meetings will
be provided by the pastor and the oﬃce administrator and must adhere to the above guidelines
for HRC groups.
Thank you for taking time to read through this. As stated earlier, this is a work in progress as more
information comes out. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Pastor Lindsey at
lindsey.dekruif@gmail.com.
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Guidelines for Drive-In Service
What do I when I come to drive-in worship?
Please drive into the church parking lot Between 9:15 am and 9:30 am, and park in rows, leaving space for
social distancing (every other parking spot). This distance is precautionary, but important.
How do I listen to the service?
Tune your car radio to 88.5 FM to listen to the service.
How will I follow worship?
The bulletin will be emailed through the prayer chain ahead of worship. You can use a smartphone or iPad
to view the bulletin or you can print it out at home and bring it with. Some bulletins will be available for
those who need it to be picked up on the way into worship.
What if I cannot come or do not feel comfortable?
We are able to continue offering the service on Zoom at this time. So tune in as you regularly would for the
service. Please note, changes may need to happen to accommodate for both the drive-in service and
Zoom.
What if I need to use the bathroom?
We know that there are emergencies. You are welcome to come in and use the bathrooms, but you must
wear a mask!!! And please use the restrooms only one at time unless you are with a member of the same
household. (This will be contingent on construction being completed and the accessibility of the
bathrooms.)
I am feeling a little sick, can I still come?
No. If you feel sick or are exhibiting any signs of illness please stay home; it is for your safety and the safety
of others.
How will weather affect this?
We will make a decision and email the congregation by 7pm Saturday night as to whether we will move
forward with drive-in worship. If rain and thunderstorms decide to come to worship then we will hold
worship online.
How will I provide my offering?
We encourage you to continue sending your offerings through the mail to Helderberg Reformed Church,
PO Box 196, Guilderland Center, NY 12085 or to give online at www.hrchurch.org. A collection plate will be
set out by the front door as you leave. If you wish to drop your offering off as you leave, you are welcome to
do so.
What if things go wrong?
They will! We expect challenges and problems to happen. We ask that you please be patient as we work to
fix things.
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Events and Notes
Property Help Needed
Due to COVID-19, we did not have the annual
Spring yard clean-up at the church. If anyone is
able to help, look around the church grounds,
playground toy area or building to see if there is
anything you can do. Any help with whatever
needs to be done would be greatly appreciated!
Some of the many opportunities available to
serve the church:
•
•
•
•
•

Pick up sticks throughout yard.
Rake and weed playgrounds.
Clean around playground toys
Weed gardens
Trim

Thank you,
The Property Committee

Stay Informed with HRC!
Pastor Lindsey has been using the HRC email
prayer chain to send daily dispatches and updates.
If you are not subscribed to the HRC prayer chain,
there’s never been a better time. Just email
hrchurchprayer@gmail.com and let us know you
want to receive emails.

How to Give to HRC
During this crisis, it’s important to remember to
continue contributing your offering to HRC. Now
there are two ways you can send your offering:

Have pictures, news or poems to submit to The
Messenger?
Send them to:
hrcmessenger@gmail.com
Submissions to The Messenger should be sent by
the last Sunday of the month to appear the first
Sunday of the next month. Please include photo
credits. -Ed.

1. One way is to visit our website hrchurch.org
and follow the big blue and white link that says
“Helderberg Reformed Church - Online Church
Giving Link”. This will take you to a service
we’ve set up called Tithely. Simply enter your
amount, payment info, and (if you so choose)
check the Cover Fees checkbox to help us
cover the fee for this amazing service.
2. You may also send a check to:
Helderberg Reformed Church
P.O. Box 196
Guilderland Center, NY 12085
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Events and Notes
Pledge Cards
We ask that your pledge card is returned by Sunday, November 1,
or you may email your pledge to Chris Eddy at:
ceddy4228@gmail.com . Thank you.
A pledge card can be found on the last page of this Messenger.

Volunteers Needed!
RCW Yard Sale a Success!

Volunteers are needed for the upcoming
Brooks BBQ event on October 22. We need
your help to make this event a success!
Please volunteer by emailing Sue Brooks at
subie1979@gmail.com or texting her at
518-253-0562

Boscov's Friends
Helping Friends
Event October 14th
and 15th
Mention Helderberg Reformed
Church in-store by name at the
register OR online at checkout and
we'll receive 5% of the total purchase
price.
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Helderberg Reformed Church
Video Meeting of the Consistory
September 15, 2020
A regular meeting of the Consistory of the Helderberg Reformed Church was called to order on Tuesday,
September 15, 2020 at 7:32 p.m. via video conferencing by Pastor Lindsey. Pastor Lindsey began the
meeting with a reading from Psalm 145:1-8, followed by a prayer. A quorum was met with members
present.
Pastor Lindsey
Pam Colino
Joan Healey
Daniel Putnam
Linda Schlutow

Sue Brooks
Kevin Root
Frank Scully
Nancy Lawton

MINUTES
A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes from the meeting of August 18, 2020.
AGENDA
A motion to accept the agenda was made, seconded and carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastoral care is provided as needed. Pastor Lindsey officiated at the graveside service for Louise Adams on
August 31, 2020. There will be a graveside service for Fred MacMartin on September 18 at Saratoga
National Cemetery. The Drive In Worship service is going well and will continue through the end of
October. Zoom is also available. Pastor Lindsey will be on vacation October 5-11. Lucas Grove will preach
on Sunday, October 11, 2020. Maternity leave will begin on Sunday, December 6. The date for the
Congregational meeting was discussed. To enable Pastor Lindsey to lead the meeting, a motion was made
to change the date in the by-laws to hold the meeting between November 15 and December 15 and allow it
to be held virtually. The motion was seconded and carried. This will be voted on again at the October
Consistory meeting. A date of November 22, 2020 was discussed. The nominating committee will meet on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020. An elder and a deacon are needed for the Consistory.
ELDERS’ REPORT
The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Lindsey. The minutes from the August 18, 2020 meeting
were approved. There were no births, baptisms or marriages. There was one death, Louise Adams on
August 27, with a graveside service on August 31, 2020. Forty nine people received communion via Zoom
or at the Drive In Worship on September 6, 2020. The next communion will be on October 4, 2020, which
is World Communion Day. The Constitutional question was asked and answered. The meeting will close in
prayer with Consistory.
DEACONS’ REPORT
The meeting was opened with prayer by Kevin Root. The August treasurer’s report was given. The
beginning and ending balance for August was $2112.41. No perks were delivered this month. The deacons
discussed holding a Food Drive with the Brooks BBQ on October 22. The meeting will close in prayer with
Consistory.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE
1) The August financial report was presented. A motion to accept the report was made, seconded and
carried.

Church 8/31/2020
Pre School 8/31/2020

Checkbook
$25548.07
$ 1840.93

Regular Consistory Meeting via Zoom
September 15, 2020
Schedule of Bills Summary
Bills already paid
$ 12400.16
Bills to be paid
0.00
Total Bills for Approval
$ 12400.16
PROPERTY
The Property Committee report, prepared by Bob Marr, was reviewed.
1) The reconstruction work is completed. The final bill was submitted to Church Mutual.
2) The Cleaning service began on September 1.The charge for the extended cleaning was $223.50. The
cleaning service was discontinued on March 19, resulting in a savings of $3400.
3) The trash service with County Waste resumed on September 1.
4) The old shed was taken down and the barn wood is stored in the other shed. An attempt to sell the
wood
will be made.
5) Some old Pre School toys and some junk from the basement were taken to the dump, at no cost to us.
6) A door mat for the front door was purchased.
7) The potato sink is repaired.
8) Rae Jean Teeter began lessons on September 7.
9) A request was made for $150 for LED lights on the basement stairs. A notion was made, seconded and
carried.
10) An offer of $400 was received to buy the old snow blower which is stored in the Parsonage garage. A
motion was made, seconded and carried to accept the offer.
11) The Brooks BBQ was discussed. Many volunteers have contacted Sue. More signs are needed.
12) The RCW is accepting donations for the garage sale on September 26, with a rain date of October 3.
13) A possible fundraiser to buy a light in memory of a loved one for a live Christmas tree was discussed.
PERSONNEL/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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During the pandemic Ellen requested to work remotely as much as possible. During Pre School hours,
Kevin Root, (Tuesday and Thursday) and Linda’s daughter, Brittany Livingston, (Monday, Wednesday
and Friday) will be in the building to answer the phones and provide support for the teachers. Ellen’s
hours were temporarily reduced to 10 hours per week, beginning September 21. A Consistory member will
take the Consistory minutes beginning in October.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Kevin and Kristen Root met with Bev Harrington via Zoom on August 25 to discuss activities for the
children. Many ideas were discussed. The continuation of the activity bags was encouraged as well as the
youth handing out the bulletins at the Drive In worship. Weekly videos are available for them also. Bev has
lesson books to share with Sharon, Megan and Kristen. The idea of Pen Pals between the youth and the
members of the church was suggested. So far the Relyeas, Roots and Joan have volunteered. The Ellwoods
mailing of the anchors was a huge hit.
WORSHIP
1) The Drive In worship services are going well and will continue through October.
2) Pastor Lindsey reviewed the dates regarding a Consistory member helping with the Drive In service and
being the Zoom host. Volunteers signed up for October 18 and 25.
PRE SCHOOL
1) Open House was held on Monday, September 14 for the new parents and students to meet the teachers
and see the classroom. Pre School starts on September 17.
2) Mulch was donated for the playground by George’s market and Nursery in Latham.

Regular Consistory Meeting via Zoom
September 15, 2020
OTHER BUSINESS
1) The deadline for the September issue of The Helderberg Messenger is September 27, 2020.
2) The next Consistory meeting is October 20, 2020.
ROUND TABLE OF THANKS
Thanks yous were extended to: Chris Manss and Avery Ingle for taking down the old shed, to Chris and
Linda Manss for arranging for the mulch, to Bob and Jackie Marr, Carol and Les Relyea, Linda and Chris
Manss, and Donna and Avery Ingle for their help in cleaning up the church, to Bev for preparing the bags
each Sunday for worship, and to all the Zoom hosts: Trina, Kevin, Sue, and Steve, and to all the set up
helpers each week. Ellen also thanked Kevin and Brittany for helping during Pre School hours.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded and carried. The meeting closed at 9:14 p.m. with the
Lord’s Prayer, led by Pastor Lindsey.
Respectfully submitted by Ellen Root, Recording Secretary of Consistory.

The Helderberg Messenger
Helderberg Reformed Church
P.O. Box 196
Guilderland Center, NY 12085
hrchurch.org
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