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FROM THE

Pastors Desk
In the lectionary reading for the second Sunday of Advent from the Letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul writes, “I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”
Paul wrote these words to the Philippian church as they struggled through division in their congregation and as Paul himself sat
in prison. They were well aquatinted with difficult times in their life together, and still Paul was confident of the work that God
would do among them. Paul was confident that God was still at work in their presence.
Like the Philippians, I sense that there is anxiety about the life of this congregation in this season of transition. As we have taken
steps to return our worship back to a pre-pandemic normal, worship attendance has not returned to what it once was, and old
familiar faces have not returned to be with us. It is not what any of us had hoped for. We have said good bye to Agnes Armstrong
in her role as director of music, and we have welcomed Rae Jean Teeter in her place. We are grateful to have music once again,
but it is different. And now, you are anticipating my departure since I have announced my decision to end my call to this
congregation, and you are wondering who will step into pastoral leadership and what this the change will mean for the
congregation.
It is okay to be anxious about these things, but I hope you can hold on to Paul’s words to the Philippians and believe them for
yourselves, “the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” The membership,
the leadership, the community of this congregation will change, but yet God is faithful. I am confident of that. God will continue
to do good work among you and will bring it to completion.
My relationship to this congregation will change. I will no longer be pastor to you, but as I remain in the area and continue to
work with the Classis, I will still care for the ministry of this congregation. I want to see the good work of the gospel continue in
this congregation and I will advocate for ways to support that as much as I am able to do so. In a few weeks, I will end my time as
your pastor, and I will continue to pray for you. I will pray that God will continue to do good work among you until God sees fit to
bring it to completion. And I ask also that you keep me and my family in your prayers. This is also a season of change for us, and
we are seeking God’s leading about how the next season in life as a family should be.
I’m grateful for you all, for the work we have done together, for the things I have learned from you, and for the kindness and
grace you have shown me. May you continue to know God’s faithfulness as God continues good work among you.
In Christ,
Pastor Lindsey

My MPrayer
ARTHA
COFFINE

When my eyes behold the beauty of the first bright evening star,
Adorning the garments of night on the far horizon's rim,
And I feel the rapture of God's majesty before me,
Then I left my lowly heart in loving prayer and praise to Him.
As the silent dawning breaks forth in golden flory,
Then I feel the warmth of His love around me til
The exquisite joy of His Presence draws me nearer,
Floods my soul in worship bids all my fears be still.
Let me open up the windows of my soul fore'er toward heaven,
And within its mirrored walls may live His love, a burning flame
On the altar of my heart and the essence of my being
Be a changeless tribute and an honor to His Name.

Kids
Corner
When the youth were asked, "what is your FAVORITE thing about
Church?"
TJ, Grade 7: "I like a lot of things about Church, but I guess my
favorite thing is the children's sermon."
Alexis, Grade 5: "Going up for the children's sermon and the
coloring sheets."
Connor, Grade 3: "I like the activities that they give out each
week."
Lawton, Grade 2: "That I get to color with the sheets [from Mrs.
Harrington]."
Owen, Pre-K: "Playing toys in the playroom when someone takes me
there"

Important Dates:

12/17 - Kids will be shopping for the Angel Tree
12/19 - Kids will be wrapping the Angel Tree gifts!

Events &Notes

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY
From the Reformed Church of America
Dear sisters and brothers,
We’re thrilled to announce that you can dive even
deeper into the She Is Called Women of the Bible
Study (volume 1) with a new interactive online
course.
What’s included:
Nine-session Bible study on the stories of women
in the Bible led by a diverse and theologically
experienced set of authors
Lifetime access to video lessons from each Bible
study author, which are only available as part
of the course
Pre- and post-course questions and evaluations
to help track your growth and bring the learning
into your own ministry context
Opportunity for a workshop, retreat, or personal
coaching session with the team behind the Bible
study
Priority access to future learning
opportunities, including the next volume of the
Bible study
This course is designed for study at your own pace,
by yourself or with a group. Once you’ve invested
in this Bible study course, you can revisit the
online sessions at anytime!
Cost: $20 per person

Things To Know
HOW TO GIVE TO HRC
During this crisis, it’s important to remember to continue contributing
your offering to HRC. Now there are two ways you can send your offering:
1. One way is to visit our website hrchurch.org and follow the big blue
and white link that says “Helderberg Reformed Church - Online Church
Giving Link”. This will take you to a service we’ve set up called
Tithely. Simply enter your amount, payment info, and (if you so choose)
check the Cover Fees checkbox to help us cover the fee for this amazing
service.
2. You may also send a check to:
Helderberg Reformed Church
P.O. Box 196
Guilderland Center, NY 12085

Consistory
FROM THE

Dear Helderberg Friends and Family,

As we have previously announced Pastor Lindsey DeKruif has decided to leave HRC effective 12/31/21. We thank her for her 5 years of being
our minister and wish her well in her new endeavors.
Pastor Lindsey has been working part-time for the past few years thus the consistory has been contemplating what our next steps will be.
HRC approached Altamont Reformed Church (ARC) this fall to explore the potential of a yoking arrangement to share Pastor Matthew van
Maastricht . ARC Consistory has held an exploratory initial discussion with the Consistory of HRC. The nature of that conversation was open,
candid, and positive. Many questions and details will need to be addressed if this arrangement is to proceed, but both Consistories feel that it
is appropriate to share this information with their respective congregations.
“Yoking” is a common way for 2 (or more) churches to share a pastor. The visual is an ox yoke that connects 2 animals to share the burden of
pulling a plow or wagon. Yoking is not a merger -- each church retains its identity, facilities, Consistory, budget, congregational roster, and so
on -- but rather, a formal arrangement to share the cost of a shared pastor. In our area, for instance, Knox Reformed and Thompson’s Lake
Reformed have been yoked for many years. ARC and HRC were yoked for the first decade of ARC’s existence.
The trend at ARC, HRC, and a great many other churches is a declining level of membership and unless the trend reverses, which does not
appear likely or realistic, yoking arrangements will inevitably become much more commonplace.
Pastor Matthew would preach the same sermon weekly to both congregations. ARC would remain his home church where he will have his
primary office, and he and his family would continue to reside in ARC’s parsonage. He would provide pastoral support to both congregations,
which in combined number are still less than the size of ARC only a few years ago.
The benefit to both churches would be a reduced financial burden which can help us to remain financially viable well into the future in the
face of declining membership. There should be no cause for alarm. This is a time for prayerful consideration and thoughtful dialog on the
best path forward for both congregations.
No decisions have been made and we will keep you informed as to the conversation's progress.
In the meantime, we are happy to have Rev. Allen Jager joining us to provide pulpit supply beginning January 2, 2022.
All consistory members are open to any ideas or thoughts that you may have. Please do not hesitate to contact us. If you have any needs
after Pastor Lindsey’s departure please contact an elder or leave a message in the church office.
We ask that you pray for our congregation during this wonderful holiday season and to guide us in our plans.
Pam Colino, VP of Consistory
Joan Healey, Senior Elder, and Transition Team Coordinator

mark your
calendar
12/17/21: BROOKS BBQ 2PM
12/24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 7PM
1/2 PULPIT SUPPLY WITH ALLEN JAGER

Merry Christmas!

