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From The Pastor's Desk
Dear Friends,
It is a privilege and joy to be able to write this first
column as your new pastor. Altamont and
Helderberg being in a multiple parish relationship is
new for all of us, and will require some ongoing
adjustments as we go, but no doubt we can all rise to
the occasion. I am so grateful and have been so
blessed by your warm and kind welcome. I'm also
grateful for your patience with me as I seek to adjust
to Helderberg, while also having already existing
responsibilities in other arenas of my life and
ministry.
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My current plan is to be, physically, at Helderberg on
Thursday mornings. This doesn't mean, however, that
I am only available to you on Thursdays. Not at all! I'm
available to you throughout the week, every week.
But if you're wondering when you might be able to
drop in and find me in the study, Thursday mornings
is it. However, throughout the week I am always able,
willing (and eager) to schedule a time with you at
Helderberg, at your home, somewhere in between,
as well. I'm eager to get to know you and your
families better. Not only that, I think that's an
essential part of serving as your pastor.
When Altamont was exploring this possibility, I told
them that it's not that they're getting a part-time
pastor. Their pastor is still a full-time pastor, it's just
that instead of serving one church, I will serve two.
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And the same is true for you as well. While there are
some additional challenges, it is important for you to
remember that your pastor is a full-time pastor, it's
just that I'm a pastor for a broader community. And
so never be hesitant to reach out.
As we begin to get to know one another better, I
wanted to share a little bit about myself outside of
my work in the local church.
I've been an adjunct professor at the seminaries
since 2011. I taught at Western Theological Seminary
for 9 years, and I am in my fifth year teaching at New
Brunswick Theological Seminary. I teach the
Reformed Confessions (Belgic Confession with the
Canons of Dort, Heidelberg Catechism, and Belhar
Confession) and church polity (the order and
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governance of the church, especially the Book of
Church Order). In fact, I recently published an
introductory volume in church polity, Foundations of
Reformed Church Polity: The Rhyme and Reason of
the Order. I direct the International Summer School,
as a partnership between New Brunswick Theological
Seminary and the International Reformed Theological
Institute. Finally, I am a board member and an
instructor for the Albany School of Ministry.
I've been involved at the denominational level for
many years, serving as a member of the Commission
on History, the general editor of the Congregational
History Series of the Reformed Church in America,
leading the college age youth delegates at General
Synod, and I have recently been elected to the
General Synod's Commission on Theology.
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Additionally, I am the current president of the Synod
of Albany.
I'm an avid maker of tatted lace, a fan of the
Milwaukee Brewers, and enjoy hiking in the
mountains in which we are nestled.
I look forward to this new chapter of our journey
together. I look forward to learning and growing, and
finding our place in the changing context in which we
exist.
Your pastor and fellow laborer in the service of
Christ,
Pastor Matthew

September 24th
9:00am-1:00pm
Items can be left in the first room from the back of
the church. Please note that any larger items that
are not taken will need to be retrieved.

Have pictures, news, or poems to submit to The Messenger? Send
them to: hrcmessenger@gmail.com

Book Study

ARC-HRC Fall Book Study Group Sundays, 6:30pm at ARC, beginning September 11.
We will be going through James Brownson's book Questions Christians Aren't Supposed to
Ask which could also be titled, &quot; Questions All Christians Wonder But Are Too Afraid To
Ask. For 17 weeks we will be moving through his book which takes a contemporary
question about the faith, and explores it in a meaningful way, rather than with just Sunday
School Answers. A limited number of volumes will be available, but if you want to get
going early, you can obtain a copy from your favorite bookseller.

